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 FACULTY SENATE MINUTES FOR March 22, 2005 (Vol. XXXIII, No. 23) 
The 2004 – 2005 Faculty Senate minutes and other information are available on the Web at 
http://www.eiu.edu/~FacSen  The Faculty Senate agenda is posted weekly on the Web, at Coleman Hall 3556 and on 
the third-level bulletin board in Booth Library.  Note:  These minutes are not a complete verbatim transcript of the 
Senate meeting. 
 
Notices to Faculty: 
 
N.B.: The elections will be held on Wednesday and Thursday, March 30th 
and 31st, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. outside the University Union 
Bookstore.  Please do not forget to vote!! 
 
I. Call to order by Chair David Carpenter at 2:00 p.m. (Library Conference Room, Booth Library) 
Present: J. Ashley, R. Benedict, A. Brownson, D. Carpenter, L. Comerford, R. Fischer, A. HaileMariam, J. 
Kilgore, M. Monipallil, W. Ogbomo, J. Pommier, J. Stimac, B. Wilson, and J. Wolski.  Excused: J. Allison. 
Guests: B. Lord (Provost and VPAA), D. Hoadley (Dean, LCBAS), D. Muffler (VPAA, Student Government), 
J.C. Miller (Student Government), and K. Mayhugh (reporter, Daily Eastern News). 
 
II. Approval of Minutes of 22 February 2005. 
Motion (Wolski / Brownson) to approve the Minutes of 8 March with modification.  Yes: Ashley, Benedict, 
Brownson, Carpenter, Comerford, Fischer, HaileMariam, Kilgore, Monipallil, Pommier, Wilson, and Wolski.  
Abstain:  Stimac. 
 
III. Announcements 
A. The Faculty Retirement Reception will be held on Tuesday, 19 April in the Tarble Arts Center from 2:30 – 
4:00 p.m.  Faculty Senate will meet that day, but only for the first ½ hour then will adjourn to the Faculty 
Retirement Reception. 
B. Senator Kilgore reported that Senator Allison asked that he inform the Faculty Senate that the Facilities 
Planning and Management Director Search is continuing and is on schedule. 
C. Provost Lord stated that the VPSA search is on schedule.  The list of candidates is being narrowed and it is 
expected that interviews will be conducted in April. 
D. VPAA Lord informed the Faculty Senate that he has received permission to conduct an internal search for 
an associate vice-president’s position in his office.  He expects the search committee to be small and asked 
for two potential members from Faculty Senate.  Senators HaileMariam and Wilson volunteered. 
E. Senator Brownson informed the Faculty Senate that the Counseling Center Director search is continuing.  
She stated that the first interview will be conducted on 31 March.  Candidates and their schedules will be 
posted in the University Newsletter and all faculty should also get the schedules in their mailboxes. 
F. Senator Fischer announced that "Taking The Pain Out of Grading: Yours, Theirs and Ours" is a lecture 
sponsored by Faculty Development.  It will be held on 1 April from 1 – 4 p.m. in Lumpkin Hall room 
2020.  Dr. Marilla Svinicki from the University of Texas - Austin will be the featured speaker. 
G. Senator Fischer informed the Faculty Senate that the Men’s Basketball Coach search moves forward and 
has a pool of good candidates.  The search committee is composed of faculty, staff, students, and players.  
Senator Pommier asked if Coach Samuels could apply and Senator Fischer stated that he could. 
H. Senator Kilgore announced that there will be a poetry reading in the Tarble Arts Center on 6 April at 4:30 
p.m. 
I. Senator Brownson reminded faculty that the Charleston Library Board referendum is on the ballot for 5 
April. 
 
IV. Communications 
A. Council of Chairs Minutes from 23 February. 
B. Email of 10 March from Jayne Ozier, re: child care and the availability of Child Care and Resource 
Referral. 
C. Email (memo) of 17 March to Faculty Senate from Gloria Leitschuh, re: termination of Coach Samuels. 
D. Email of 21 March from Newton Key, re: spam at Eastern Illinois University.  After a brief discussion 
acknowledging the increase in spam, Chair Carpenter announced that he would invite Chat Chatterji to the 
Faculty Senate to discuss the situation. 
E. Senator Ashley reported to the Faculty Senator that there has been positive feedback from one state 
representative, AFSCME, and SEIU with respect to the letter sent to Governor Blagojevich (letter is 
attached).  Senator Wolski stated that COUS is placing this on their agenda.  Senator Pommier asked if 
there is any idea as to when the governor will make his final budget decision.  Senator Ashley stated that 
based on prior years, it would probably be July. 
 
V. Old Business 
A. Committee Reports 
1. Executive Committee: no report. 
2. Nominations Committee: no report 
3. Elections Committee: Absentee ballots have been requested.  Senator Wolski also passed around a 
sign-up sheet requesting Senators to sign up for two hours of volunteer work on election days. The 
elections will be held on Wednesday and Thursday, March 30th and 31st, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. outside the University Union Bookstore.  Please do not forget to vote!! 
4. Student-Faculty Relations Committee: no report 
5. Faculty-Staff Relations Committee: no report 
6. Distinguished Faculty Award Committee: no report. 
7. Budget-Transparency Committee: Senator Ashley informed the Senate that the committee met with 
VPBA Cooley and that there is ongoing discussion of what to post online in terms of the budget.  
VPAA Cooley would like more than just the raw numbers posted since some type of management 
statement must be included to help people make sense of the numbers.  Senator Ashley stated that the 
BANNER system was discussed as was the “spike” in costs associated with its implementation during 
the year in which Unit A contracts are negotiated.  VPAA Cooley stated that some of that $300,000 is 
owing to monies that may come from the Academic Affairs budget.  Senator Carpenter asked about 
the source of that money and Senator Ashley stated that he believed it to be coming from student 
tuition since it will effect the student side of the system.  Chair Carpenter then asked VPAA Lord if 
the money was coming from Academic Affairs.  VPAA Lord stated that the money was coming from 
general fund dollars before division into the various areas.  It will not be coming from a particular line 
item in the Academic Affairs budget. 
8. Drafting Committee:  Senator Ashley stated that the letter for Governor Blagojevich has been sent to 
all concerned parties. The letter is attached. 
9. Other committees: no report. 
B. Child-care at Eastern Illinois University.  Senator Pommier stated that the new survey has been distributed 
to those parties who had signed up to be surveyed on the issue.  Senator Stimac asked if this would result 
in a bias in results since only interested parties with a vested interest might respond.  Senator Pommier 
stated this would only be a pilot survey.  Senator Kilgore stated that it would not be a scientific survey.  
Senator Ashley added that bias would result since this is a non-random survey, but that a sample of the 
needs is required.  Senator HaileMariam stated that the committee deliberated long and hard on the survey 
and that this pilot survey is just the first step before a comprehensive survey.  Senator Pommier added that 
the people in the CATS office have been extremely helpful and encouraged others who might technology 
needs to talk with them.  
C. Faculty-Forum Reports / Recommendations.  Senator Fischer (Kilgore) moved that “The Faculty Senate 
requests that in the further development of recruitment campaigns, such as the “I am EIU” campaign, 
Eastern Illinois University emphasize not only the fun and excitement of university life, but also the 
academic excellence.” Senator Kilgore stated that he has occasionally been disturbed by pages at the EIU 
site that seem to place too much emphasis on the non-academic side of university life.  The web pages 
should be emphasizing the academic atmosphere and out unique programs.  Chair Carpenter asked who 
this motion should be sent.  Senator Fischer replied that the VPER, Provost, External Relations, and 
Publications.  The question was called.  Yes: Ashley, Benedict, Brownson, Carpenter, Comerford, Fischer, 
HaileMariam, Kilgore, Monipallil, Ogbomo, Pommier, Stimac, Wilson, and Wolski.  Motion passes.  
Senator Fischer (Brownson) moved that “The Faculty Senate requests that the committee responsible for 
University Foundations course begin discussion to restructure the course to include more academic and 
cultural programming.”  Senator Fischer stated that the committee responsible for the University 
Foundations course is concerned that not enough faculty are involved in the course.  Senator Fischer 
believes that there is too little academic an cultural programming in the course and that it should be 
increased.  Programs that might be included are the One-book, One-Campus program; convocation; the 
passport system that the Emerging Leaders program has.  Senator Brownson stated that Booth Library 
initially had two sessions with student in the University Foundations program.  The first was a general tour 
of the library and the second was in-depth based on student needs.  Booth Library’s participation has now 
been reduced to one at the request of University Foundations.  Senator Ogbomo asked how the motion 
might change faculty workload.  Senator Fischer stated that it would not change the workload.  Senator 
Wilson asked if students were on the committee.  VPAA Lord replied that he believes that there are 
students on the committee.  Senator Brownson stated that a Freshman Tutorial that she participated at 
Iowa was a wonderful first experience.  Senator Benedict added that anecdotal evidence from students 
indicates that the course is not academically rigorous.  Senator Pommier stated that he has taught the 
course before and that it is up the individual instructors to make it an academically great class.  Senator 
Fischer added that if academic credit is given, then academic expectations can be demanded from the 
students.  This would increase the academic tone on campus.  Senator Benedict stated that the Faculty 
senate needed a better understanding of the nature of the committee and the course, rather than anecdotal 
evidence.  Senator Kilgore that during the Faculty Forum, students did give the University Foundations 
course a good review.  Programming should not have an elitist attitude.  Senator Ogbomo asked Chair 
Carpenter to invite Karla Sanders to the Faculty Senate in order to discuss the course.  Senator Wilson 
added that she would also like to hear from students who had taken the course.  At Chair Carpenter’s 
suggestion, and with the general consensus of the Faculty Senate, the motion will be postponed until after 
the discussion with the committee. 
D. Senator Ogbomo stated that since the Fine Arts building is being renovated, parking has been difficult.  
Could the Parking Committee address this issue.  Senator Fischer stated that there isn’t a parking problem 
– we just have to walk farther.  Senator Ashley added that some parking spaces are being used by vehicles 
without parking tags and that the police should look into that. 
E. Senator Ashley asked if the tile removal in Coleman Hall was being done in violation of OSHA standards 
(with respect to asbestos).  Senator Stimac stated that Facilities Planning and Management has maps of the 
various tiles that have asbestos or asbestos mastic under them so it should not be a problem.  Senator 
Fischer added that during work in Life Sciences Building, asbestos removal mitigation techniques were 
followed.  Chair Carpenter suggested that Gary Reed from Facilities Planning and Management be invited 
to address the issue. 
F. Senator Fischer asked that Newton Key’s concern over spam be addressed.  Senator Fischer is becoming 
increasingly frustrated with a lack of response from ITS.  He sees a new expensive system, but no benefits.  
Senator Wilson stated that she receives 50 – 70 spam per day on her university account, yet none on the 
system she uses at Carle.  Senator Fischer added that this does not bode well for the BANNER system, 
since it is ITS who must “tweak” BANNER to meet the specific needs of Eastern Illinois University.  
Chair Carpenter suggested that he invite Char Chatterji to the Faculty Senate to discuss the problem.  
Senator HaileMariam asked if ITS does outsource repair, configuration, rebooting?  Senator Fischer stated 
that ITS does outsource these as well as software and hardware problems. 
 
VI. New Business  
A. "What is our vision for EIU?" (Focus and Discussion to be grounded in specifics of CUPB's "SWOT" 
document and the Senate's Forum Reports).  Senator Kilgore began discussion suggesting that one senior 
seminar might be offered which would help with job advice for graduating seniors.  It might be titled 
“Transitions to the Real World.”  Senator Ashley suggested that such a course might not fit the overall 
goals of general education.  In addition, many departments currently have placement advisors of hold 
transition seminars towards that particular goal.  Senator Benedict added that Career Services does offer 
advice, but it is not detailed enough.  Senator Kilgore stated that the reasoning for such a suggestion is that 
we do not appear to be preparing students to survive once they leave Eastern Illinois University.  He added 
that it might be appropriate to invite Linda Moore from Career Services to the Faculty Senate.  Senator 
HaileMariam stated that each department and college have their own career paths so contacting Career 
Services would be a good idea.  Based on her dealings with Career Services, they have been very helpful 
and willing to talk with the Psychology Department.  Senator Wilson added that different departments 
have different approaches to the problem.  Senator Comerford added that the Math Club helps in the 
Department of Mathematics address the concerns.  Representative Muffler suggested that some type of 
optional capstone foundation course might be appropriate.  Senator Fischer echoed Representative 
Muffler’s suggestion and added that such a course would be best suited for general information.  More 
specific information would be best handled by a departmental course.  Senator Kilgore then stated that the 
positive role of extracurricular activities have been proven.  As such, it might be important to reward such 
activity in terms of their relative importance in Departmental Application of Criteria (DACs).  Senator 
Ashley asked if this would be a contractual matter, inappropriate for the Faculty Senate to discuss.  Chair 
Carpenter said that it could be discussed within reason.  Senator Fischer stated that students need 
academically rigorous course, but they also need outside activities.  Senator Brownson encouraged faculty 
to become Recognized Student Organization (RSO) advisors for the Greek community and other 
organizations.  Senator Kilgore stated that students who attended the Faculty Forum would like additional 
faculty involvement in their organizations.  Senator Ashley asked if there could be some type of 
centralized server of RSOs that would go along with the SWOT.  That might encourage faculty to become 
more involved.  Senator Brownson stated that it all comes back to what does it take for faculty to become 
more involved, whether it is in the town, or the university.  Senator Benedict suggested that with close to 
40 new faculty being hired this year, now would be a good time to encourage faculty involvement.  
Senator Fischer added that just showing up at student programs helps.  It is the basis for being part of the 
community and it has an impression on the students.  When asked, Representative Muffler stated that 
students would be most encouraged if faculty would just get involved with student organizations.  It would 
show an interest by the faculty that would be reciprocated from the students.  Senator Brownson suggested 
that C.C. Brinker should be invited to the Faculty Senate for the discussion.  Chair Carpenter encouraged 
faculty to continue to look at the SWOT. 
 
VII. Adjournment at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Future Agenda Items: 
Future Agenda Items: Board Trustees' Visit To/With Faculty Senate; Faculty Representation on 
BOT; Community Service Programs and Opportunities; EIU Foundation; Faculty Participation in 
Establishing Fundraising Priorities 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
John Paul Stimac 
 


